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THE U.S, SOUTHWEST -- TRADING PARTNER TO THE WORLD 
ANNCR 


A TV'O-DAY CONFERENCE OF FOREIGN TRADE, WHICH HAS ATTRACTED 
LEADING BUSINESSHEN FRO THE SOUTH'IEST UNITED STATES AND AT 
LEAST NINE FOREIGN COUNTRIES, GETS UNDERWAY IN DALLAS, 

TEXAS ON TUESDAY WITH A TOP WHITE HOUSE ECONOMIC EXPERT AS 
ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL SPEAKERS, VOA CORRESPONDENT RUSSELL 
SPLANE IS Til THE TEXAS CITY AND FILED THIS BACKGROUND REPORT. 
VOICE: 

LAST YEAR, THE THO-"AY TRADE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 
AND THE REST OF THE WORLO EXCEEDED TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND 
MILLION DOLLARS, WITH A RECORD TRADE SURPLUS FOR THE UMITED 
STATES OF MORE THAN ELEVEN THOUSAND MILLION DOLLARS, BUT 
DOMN IM THE SOUTHMEST PART OF THE UNITED STATES, DOMINATED 
BY THE STATES OF TEXAS, OKLAHOMA AND ARKANSAS, LOCAL 
SUSIMNESSMEN FEEL THEY HAVEN'T BEEN GETTING THEIR SHARE OF 
THIS LUCRATIVE OVERSEAS TRADE. 

ACCORDINGLY, TWO YEARS AGO, A GROUP OF SOUTHWEST 
INDUSTREALISTS, AIDED BY THE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
OF SOUTHERM METHODIST UNEVERSITY IN DALLAS, ORGANIZED THE 
FIPST INTERMATIONAL TRADE CONFERENCE OF THE SOUTHWEST. TV'0 
AUADRED PERSONS ATTENDED THAT GATHERING, THE EVENT WAS 
REPEATED LAST YEAR, AND THIS “SEK THE THIRD EDITION GETS 
UNDERMNAY, WITH AT LEAST FOUR HUHDSRED PARTICIPANTS EXPECTED 
FROM THE UNITED STATES, AND AT LEAST NINE OTHER NATIONS. 

MARK WINCHESTER OF SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY, 

THE DIRECTOR OF THIS YEAR'S CONFERENCE, SAYS HE FEELS THE 
POTENTIAL OF THE SOUTHWEST UNITED STATES AS AN OVERSEAS 


TRADING PARTNER WITH THE WORLD HAS BEEN ONLY BARELY TOUCHED, 
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ONE OF THE BIGGEST INDUSTRIES IN THIS PART OF THE UNITED 
STATES 1S IN THE EWERGY FIELD. THE DALLAS AREA, FOR 
EXAMPLE, IS THE WORLD'S LEADING PRODUCER OF OFF~SHORE 
OIL WELL DRELLING EQUIPMENT -- A FIELD THAT CANNOT HELP 
BUT GROW AS THE SEARCH FOR OIL THROUGHOUT THE WORLD MOVES 
RELENTLESSLY BEYOND THE COASTLINE AND OUT INTO THE 
CONTINENTAL SHELF, THE AIM OF THE TRADE CONFERENCE, 
ACCORDING TO MISTER WINCHESTER, IS TO GIVE PEOPLE A CHANCE 
TO MEET OTHER PEOPLE, FOR POTENTIAL BUYERS TO MEET 
OFFICIALS OF THE COMPANIES THAT PRODUCE THE MATERIAL 

THAT THE BUYERS MAY NEED. 

CONFERENCE ORGANIZERS ARE CERTAIN THE RESULTANT BOOST 

IN OVERSEAS GUSINESS FOR THE SOUTHWEST AREA WILL BE 
CONSIDERABLE. AMONG THE SPEAKERS AT THE TWO-DAY TRADE 
GATHERING ARE TWO WASHINGTON OFFICIALS, WHO WILL GIVE 

THE BLESSINGS OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT TO THE UNDERTAKING, 
THE FIRST TO APPEAR WILL BE “WILLIAM SEIDMAN, ASSISTANT 

TO PRESIDENT FORD FOR ECONOKIC AFFAIRS AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
OF THE ECONOHIC POLICY BOARD. HE'LL SPEAK TUESDAY (MAY 18) 
ON PRESENT AND FUTURE UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
POLICY. THE PRINCIPAL SPEAKER AT THE CONCLUDING DINNER 
MEETING WEONESDAY WILL BE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE ELLIOTT 
RICHARDSON, WiiO WILL SPEAK Of ECONOMIC INTERDEPENDENCE, 
THE UNITED STATES AND THE WORLD ECOONY. 
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